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Failings of due governance. 

In this addendum to my Submission, sent by email on Friday 26 August 2022, I wish 
to give examples of the failings of the University of Tasmania Council which, under 
the University of Tasmania Act 1992, is the governing authority of the University. 

I am a member of the University of Tasmania Retirees Association (UTRA), which 
organises regular lunches (with invited Guest Speakers) and other functions of interest 
to members, most of whom are retired academic and general staff and their spouses. 

Many UTRA members, including a majority of active members (those regularly 
attending our functions) have expressed concerns about the proposals by UTAS to 
relocate to the centre of Hobart and to redevelop the Sandy Bay campus to become a 
large housing estate containing an additional 2,700 dwellings. 

UTRA invited the then Chancellor, Michael Field, to address our March 2019 
luncheon to discuss those concerns. The Chancellor focussed his address on a set of 
papers prepared by the University administration that outlined and supported the 
proposals. The Chancellor’s response to questions from the audience expressing 
concerns was simply to refer to the documents. 

The Deputy Chancellor, Harvey Gibson, was invited to address the UTRA luncheon 
in November 2021 to again discuss the concerns of our members to the controversial 
proposals. Mr Gibson was accompanied by a senior member of the UTAS 
administration. Although not invited to the function, UTRA graciously allowed the 
staff member to attend and sit with the Deputy Chancellor. In his address, and in 
response to questions asked of him from the audience, Mr Gibson repeatedly referred 
to the staff member, who also provided information to questions Mr Gibson was 
unable to answer. 

In May of this year, I was invited by the present Chancellor, Ms Alison Watkins, to 
attend an Alumni and Friends event and afternoon tea at the Hedberg facility. In the 
presence of several senior administration staff, the Chancellor expressed complete 
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compliance with the UTAS proposals and on occasions referred questions of detail to 
the administrative staff in attendance. 

Finally, in today’s Sunday Tasmanian newspaper (28 August, page 6) the Chancellor, 
Alison Watkins, again gives unqualified support to the UTAS proposals in a full-page 
advertisement that can only be regarded as an expensive political statement (“Say yes 
to the Uni city move”). 

To my knowledge, there has been no public criticism of the proposed relocation or 
redevelopment, or of any aspect relating to them, by any member of the University of 
Tasmania Council. 

These examples of unequivocal support to the controversial proposals by the UTAS 
senior administration show that the University of Tasmania Council has abrogated its 
responsibility to be the governing authority of the University, in contravention of its 
duties under The University of Tasmania Act 1992. 

There is no evidence of any checks and balances in regard to the radical measures 
being pursued by the UTAS senior administration.  

The Legislative Council Select Committee must ensure that UTAS, the only 
university in Tasmania, is subject to proper scrutiny and public accountability for its 
proposals. 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert D M (Bob) Cotgrove. 


